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USING AGOA 

TO TRADE 



AGOA Objectives

Promote increased trade and investment between the U.S. 

and sub-Saharan African countries.

Promote increased access and opportunities for U.S. 

investors and businesses in sub-Saharan Africa.

Promote economic development and reforms in sub-

Saharan Africa.
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Benefits of AGOA 

❑AGOA allows more than 6,400 products to benefit duty free treatment. 

❑AGOA adds 1,800 products to GSP, including import sensitive products not eligible for GSP.

❑ Examples of Articles ineligible for GSP treatment which can be entered duty free under AGOA if made in a 

SSA country:

• Apparel and textiles products

• Some Food products 

• Electronic Articles

• Footwear, Handbags, Luggage, Flat Goods, Work Gloves, and Leather Apparel



Requirements for AGOA Benefits

1. Country must be eligible

2. Product must be eligible

3. Product must meet requirements of the rules of origin 

4. Product must be imported directly

5. Importer must claim AGOA when filling the entry document 

Requires an AGOA Textile Visa arrangement with the U.S. to prevent illegal 

transshipment and use of counterfeit documentation, as well as effective 

enforcement and verification procedures. 

Garments & Textiles 



Export documents

FOOD STUFF AND OTHERS TEXTILES 

Commercial invoice Commercial invoice 

Packing list Packing list

Bill of lading (BL) or Way bill Bill of lading (BL) or Way bill 

GSP certificate of origin (Form A) AGOA Textile Certificate of origin 

FDA prior notice AGOA Visa Stamp for textile

Phyto-sanitary certificate

Other documents as necessary (HACCP, 

import permit, etc…)



Invoice requirements

Indicate port of entry

Name and address of importer and exporter

Detailed description of merchandise

Quantities and weights in the units of measure

Purchase price in USD (unit and total) 

List all charges (freight, insurance, etc.)

Country of origin 



AGOA Textile Certificate of Origin



AGOA Textile Visa Stamp

VISA
Visa No:      5NG123456

Grouping:   5

Quantity:    100 Dozen

____________________

Authorized Government Official

May 14, 2020

• Circular stamp

• Blue ink

• Must appear on the front 

of the original commercial 

invoice

• One Stamp per grouping

• Must be signed by 

authorized government 

official



Food and Drug Administration (FDA) 

The facilities that 
produce, store or 
otherwise handle the 
products are 
registered with FDA

Prior notice of 
incoming shipments is 
provided to FDA

Imported food 
products are subject 
to FDA inspection at 
U.S. ports of entry

FDA may detain products 
offered for import if they 
are not in compliance 
with U.S. requirements



What does FDA regulate?
Foods, Drugs, Cosmetics, Tobacco products, etc…

• Dietary supplements and dietary ingredients 

• Infant formula 

• Beverages (including alcoholic beverages and bottled water)

• Fruits and vegetables 

• Fish and seafood 

• Dairy products and shell eggs 

• Live food animals 

• Animal feeds and pet food 

• Raw agricultural commodities for use as food or 

components of food 

• Canned and frozen foods

• Bakery goods, snack food, and candy (including 

chewing gum).



Retail packages and containers of food products sold in U.S. interstate 
commerce bear labels in English that include specific information

• The identity of the product

• The name, address and/or phone number of the responsible firm (may be 

the manufacturer or distributor, foreign or domestic)

• A list of ingredients in descending order or predominance in the product

• The net weight of contents

• Nutritional information in most cases

• Country of origin statement

• Explicit listing of allergenic ingredients



Information Panel 

(IP)

Principle Display Panel 
(PDP)



Net Quantity of Contents

The net quantity statement (net quantity of contents) is placed as 

a distinct item in the bottom 30 percent of the principal display 

panel, in lines generally parallel with the base of the container. 

Food labels printed must show the net contents in both metric 

(grams, kilograms, milliliters, liters) and U.S. Customary System 

(ounces, pounds, fluid ounces) 

terms.



OLD NEWNEW



Nutrition Facts 

Type Size for Certain Elements 

➢ Serving Size information must also be 

bolded in at least 10-point type

➢ On Many labels, Calories must be bolded 

in 16 points type, while its value must be 

bolded in 22-point type. 



Nutrition Facts 

Declaration for Added Sugars 

Sugars added during food processing, sugars

packaged with the intention of being added to

food, and certain naturally-occurring sugars

must be declared separately from Total

Sugars.



Nutrition Facts 

Daily values for nutrients like sodium, dietary fiber and Vitamin D are being updated based 

on newer scientific evidence (2015-2020 Dietary Guidelines for Americans).   

Nutrient Information  

Quantities for Vitamin D, Calcium, Iron, 

and Potassium must be listed.

Quantities for these nutrients must be 

expressed in milligrams or micrograms.  



Nutrition Facts 

Change in Footnote  

% Daily Value (DV) is now defined in the 

footnote. 

Foods intended for children aged 1 to 3 

years must substitute 2000 calories by 

1000. 



For More Information

www.agoa.info

www.fda.gov

www.registrarcorp.com

www.cbp.gov

www.westafricatradehub.com

http://www.agoa.info/
http://www.fda.gov/
http://www.registrarcorp.com/
http://www.cbp.gov/
http://www.westafricatradehub.com/


www.westafricatradehub.com @westafricahub


